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ASSEMBLY 1818 

A New Year, A Call to Step Up 

A new year is the perfect time to reflect on who we are as Knights and 
how each of us contributes to the strength of our assembly. With more 
than 200 members, our organization has incredible potential. That 
potential is only realized when everyone steps forward and participates. 

The success of our events, charitable efforts, and fellowship does not 
rest on a small group of volunteers. It depends on all of us. Whether it’s 
lending a hand at an event, helping with planning, inviting a fellow 
Knight to attend a meeting, or simply showing up and being engaged 
every contribution matters. A strong assembly is built when members 
move from observers to active participants. 

As we begin this new year, let us remember the words of Scripture: “As 
each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards 
of God’s grace.” When we offer our time, our talents, and our presence, 
we honor not only our brotherhood but also the mission to which Christ 
calls. 

To all who stepped up this past year, thank you. Your dedication 
strengthened our assembly, deepened our fellowship, and brought our 
mission to life. And to those who will step forward in 2026, know that 
your willingness to serve will help make this our strongest year yet. May 
we continue to build a brotherhood rooted in faith, unity, and charity. 

Together, guided by God’s grace, we can make 2026 a year of greater 
participation, deeper fraternity, and lasting impact. 

Vivat Jesus! 

        SK George Barbiero 
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A Message from our Faithful Navigator 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS  
ASSEMBLY 1818 

 

 

Brothers in Christ 

February is a very busy month for our Assembly. As you all know, February 14th 
marks our one and only charitable event of the year—Valentines for Veterans. 
We are now entering the final weeks of preparation, and there is still much work to 
be done. I am asking those who have not yet helped to please get involved. 
Below, I will list the names of our committee members whom you can contact to 
lend a hand or to contribute to the baskets or Giving Tree items that will be 
auctioned off. These auctions are our primary fundraisers for this event. 

As many of you already know—and for our newer Sir Knights—this is an annual 
event in which we honor three Veterans for their service and sacrifice to our 
country. 

Thank you for responding and purchasing tickets. We have sold out for this year. 
You will enjoy a wonderful evening honoring our Veterans and sharing great 
camaraderie with your fellow Knights. 

Please also keep in mind that the Officers and I will be scheduling our annual 
Communion Sunday. We hope to coordinate with one of our Councils and attend 
Mass together with our Third-Degree brothers. Details regarding the time and 
location will be shared soon. 

Contact V4V Committee Members:  
SK Mike Milak – 941-380-7248 
SK Tony Hopfinger – 412-496-6776 
SK Marty Reis – 209-480-6043 
 

SK Bernie Lanza 
Faithful Navigator 
Bishop Charles McLaughlin 
Knights of Columbus Assembly 1818 
941-441-8892 
majlanza@icloud.com 
Vivat Jesus 
 

mailto:majlanza@icloud.com
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  A Message from our Faithful Captain 
 

 

 

We are Who We are; but What are We & How are We 

In last month’s Newsletter, we zeroed in on Who we are. 
A group of Catholic men who get together based on our values and 
beliefs and who made a pledge of: Charity, Fraternalism, Unity, and 
Patriotism. 

In return for making this pledge, we have the distinction of being honored as a  
Sir Knight. 

The Ying: the Honor and the Yang: the give/share. 
 

But What are we? Better stated: What do we do to fulfill the What; and hence, the 
honor of being a Sir Knight? I guess it all starts with the pledge we made: 

• Charity, 
• Fraternalism, 
• Unity, 
• Patriotism. 

Actually, isn’t this the beginning and the end of the What! 
 
This brings us to the How—-the Yang part. So how do we judge success? What is the 
yardstick or measurement? Is it how I am doing or how WE are doing? Let’s take it one 
at a time, How I am doing? Isn’t this between me and the Almighty; and consequently, 
the judgement is His alone. So How are WE doing—-doing as a group of Sir Knights? 
 
Let’s look at one of our Pledges; one of the What's: PATRIOTISM. How, as a group, 

are we fulfilling our Patriotism Pledge; are we successful in carrying out our pledge? 
 
We Sir Knights embrace our Patriotism Pledge by: 

• Monthly SNC commitment 12xs/yr 
• Flag & Wreath placement/pick-up 3xs/yr 
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• Veterans Day Mass attendance 1x/yr 
• V4V support: 

• giving time much time by many 
• attending the event 1x/yr 

• Awards Dinner Presentation attendance 1x/yr 
• Missing Man Table Remembrance 1x/yr (at a Monthly Meeting) 

           and if you really want to push the boundaries, then add: 
• Blue Mass attendance 1x/yr 

Seven Functions in all; five of them occurring 1time/yr and one of the five occurring at 
our monthly meeting. 

 
What is our success? There is a legacy saying called the “80 - 20 Rule”. It means that 
if you have 100 members in a group, the expected participation is 20. Over the years, 
this saying has proved to be “Tried and True”. 
 
OK, let’s map it out. We have a little over 200 Sir Knights in our Assembly. Using the 
80 - 20 Rule, we should expect event participation of 40 Sir Knights (which is the 20 
piece of the rule). How many Sir Knights muster for each of the above Patriotism 
functions? Maybe we should be a little less dramatic. Let’s assume that at any one 
time 100 Sir Knights can’t attend or support a function leaving us with 100 Sir Knights 
available. Using the 100 figure as the baseline then to achieve a 50% rating, we would 
need 50 Sir Knights in attendance; to achieve a 20% rating, we would need 20 Sir 
Knights in attendance. 
 
Judgement time and you be the judge. Using the 200 figure as our metric, are we 
getting 40 Sir Knights attending each function? Using the 100 figure as our metric, are 
we getting 20 Sir Knights attending each function? 
 
Why not? 
 
Remember we are called Sir Knight. We are called a Sir Knight because we took a pledge 
as a Knight and as a 4th Degree Knight—-the Ying & the Yang: the Honor and the Give/ 
Share. 
 
Can we do better? Should a New Year’s Resolution be in the making? 

Something for all of us, Sir Knights, to think about. 

Anthony H Hopfinger  
Faithful Captain 
412.496.6776 
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Brothers of the Fourth Degree, 

By now you should have received your invoice and Membership Travel Card for this 
fraternal year in the mail. If you have not received them, please contact me directly at 
203-885-8238 so I can assist you. Second notices will be sent by email to those whose 
dues are still outstanding. To date 50% of the dues have been collected. 

I also want to extend heartfelt thanks to all who responded so quickly, and especially to 
those who gave with  remarkable generosity toward the Special Assessment. Your 
willingness to go above and beyond was overwhelming. It is a powerful witness to who 
we are as Knights men who give more than we receive, who serve with open hands and 
open hearts.  

As Scripture reminds us, “To whom much is given, much will be required.” Your 
generosity shows that our Assembly understands this call deeply. And in the spirit of St. 
Paul, who urged the early Church to “encourage one another and build one another up,” 
your response has strengthened our brotherhood in a profound way. 

Thank you, brothers, for your faithfulness, your commitment, and your example of 
Christian charity.  

SK George Barbiero 
Faithful Comptroller 
203-885-8238 
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Calling All Sir Knights  

 Let’s Champion Our Veterans Together! 
Brother Knights, 
As we prepare for our 13th Annual Valentines for Vets Fundraising Dinner/Dance on 
Saturday, February 14, 2026, we invite each of you to help make this event a 
resounding success by reaching out to the businesses, restaurants, and establishments 
you frequent. Whether it’s your favorite breakfast spot, your trusted barber, your “go to” 
auto shop, or the local pharmacy that always greets you by name, these are the places 
that know us, serve us, and share in our community spirit. 

Let’s ask them to be generous to the cause and join us in supporting veterans in need. 
Proceeds from this event will be distributed to different veterans’ organizations that we 
support. Some are but not limited to:   

Archdiocese of Military Services 

Southwest Florida Honor Flight 

Canines of Heros 
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Here are just a few examples of places you might approach: 

• Restaurants: Gold Rush BBQ, Sharky’s on the Pier, Outback Steakhouse, First 
Watch, Asaro’s Pizzeria, Banyon House, Brew Burgers, Burgandy Square, 
Captain Eddie’s Seafood, Cassariano Italian Eatery, Dockside, Crow’s Nest, 
Food & Beer, Greek Grill, Hotel Venezia, La Rocca, Marco’s Pizza, Oak & Stone, 
Pinchers, Shamrock, Snowbirds Grille, Work of Mouth, Angelo’s, Anna Maria 
Oyster Bar, British Open Pub, Prime Stake, Deep Lagoon, Florida Taphouse, 
Rosebud’s, Tuscany, Chaz 51 and others. 
 

• Shops & Services: Publix, Aldi, Venice Car Wash, Ace Hardware, Florist, CVS, 
Suncoast Engraving, Walmart, Detwiler’s, Total Impact Gun Club, Hobby Lobby, 
Sprouts, Home Goods, Bealls, Marshalls, Dunkin Donuts, Starbucks, Target, 
Home Depot, Lowes, Tractor Supply, Total Wine, Cleaners, Golf Courses, 
Bakeries, Jewelry stores, Walgreens, and others. 

• Professionals: Your dentist, doctor, chiropractor, eye doctor, physical therapy, 
barber, nail salon, spa or insurance agent. 

• Faith-based or civic groups to witch you’re connected. 
 

Every contribution counts whether it’s a PLATINUM SPONSORSHIP of $1000, a GIFT 
CARD/CERTIFICATE, or a heartfelt DONATION in the “OTHER” category. Sponsors 
will be acknowledged in the event program and during the event and will be part of a 
legacy of gratitude and service. 

Let’s give more than we get. Let’s honor those who gave everything. 

Contact:  Mike Milak –  941-380-7248 

Tony Hopfinger – 412-496-6776 

Marty Reis – 209-480-6043 

George Barbiero – 203-885-8238 

For questions or drop-off locations, please don’t hesitate to call us. It’s always better to 
start asking and collecting now rather than waiting until the last minute. People often 
feel more generous before the holidays than afterward, so let’s make the most of this 
season of giving. 

See attached Sponsorship Form. 
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CALENDAR 2025-2026 Our Assembly is excited to present a calendar filled with 
opportunities for fellowship, spiritual growth, and service. We encourage all members to 
review the upcoming schedule and participate as actively as your time and talents allow. 
We look forward to seeing you there. 
FEBRUARY 2026 

• Wed, Feb 11 – SNC @ 8:30 AM 
• Sat, Feb 14 – Valentine for Vets Dinner/Dance  

 Starts at 5:30 PM San Pedro Social Hall   

MARCH 2026 

• Wed, Mar 11 – SNC @ 8:30 AM 
• Thurs, Mar 19 – Assembly Meeting @ 6:30 PM 

 Rosary @ 5:30 PM - Dinner @ 5:45 PM 
 Missing Man Table Remembrance 

• Thurs, Mar 26 – Color Corps Drill Practice @ 2 PM (MC) 

APRIL 2026 

• Wed, Apr 8 – SNC @ 8:30 AM 
• Tue, Apr 14 – Officers Meeting @ 9:00 AM (OLOL) 
• Thurs, Apr 16 – Assembly Meeting @ 6:30 PM 

 Rosary @ 5:30 PM - Dinner @ 5:45 PM 
 Presentation of Slate of Officers 

• Thurs, Apr 30 – Color Corps Drill Practice @ 2 PM (OLOL) 

MAY 2026  

• Sat, May 23 – Placement of Flags @ SNC @ 7:30 AM 
• Wed, May 13 – SNC @ 8:30 AM 
• Thurs, May 21 – Assembly Meeting @ 6:30 PM 

 Rosary @ 5:30 PM - Dinner @ 5:45 PM 
 Election of Officers 

• Thurs, May 28 – Color Corps Drill Practice @ 2 PM (OLOL) 
• Sat, May 30 – Removal of Flags @ SNC @ 7:30 AM 

JUNE 2026 

• Wed, June 10 – SNC @ 8:30 AM 
• Thurs, June 18 – Award Presentation & Dinner @ 6:00 PM (OLOL)                                        
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Knights on Bikes    Faith, Fellowship & the Open Road 
We encourage you to explore this link for the latest  information about Knights on Bikes. 
 

 Knights on Bikes Venice Chapter  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Upcoming Events: Join Us in Fellowship and Service 

Reminder: No Monthly Meeting in February due to  the preparation for the 
Valentines for Veterans Dance. 

Please mark your calendars for the upcoming monthly meeting of Assembly 1818. The 
meeting will be held on Thursday, March 19th  
2026, at 512 Substation Road, Venice, Florida.  
The schedule for the evening is as follows: 
 
• 5:30 PM: Rosary 
• 5:45 PM: Dinner 
• 6:30 PM: Meeting 
 

Upon arrival, a Prayer List will be available for sign-up. In the spirit of Christian charity 
and brotherhood, please add the names of those in need of our prayers when you sign 
in. Through our collective prayers, we can offer support and solace to those who are 
suffering or in need of divine grace. We will also be holding a 50/50 drawing, so come 
prepared to participate! 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1678887255951162/
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No Veteran Forgotten Ceremony  

We are pleased to announce that the No Veteran Forgotten 
Ceremony will be on  Wednesday, February 11th, 2026. 

We ask all participants to meet by 8:45 AM. We head to the 
Internment Shelter at Sarasota National Cemetery at 8:50 AM, 
with the service beginning at 9:00 AM. Please wear your 
assembly shirt, and invite your spouses, friends and neighbors 
to join us as we stand together to remember the legacy of 
those who made the ultimate sacrifice for our freedom.   
 
Let us gather with reverence, gratitude, and fraternity as we 
continue this sacred tradition. 
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No Veteran Forgotten Ceremony  

This month we would like to share the list of Veterans we honored  

Rank Veteran Name Branch of Service 
PHM3 John Angus US Navy - World War II 

PFC Robert Vanryckeghem US Army - Vietnam 
PV1 Richard Baker US Army - Vietnam 
HM3 Maynard Taber US Navy - WWII & Korea 
SGT Daniel Collins US Marine Corps 
PFC George Hitzman US Army - Korea 
SPC Earnest Arnold US Army 
PFC Richard Handley US Army - Vietnam 
PFC Charles Salsberg US Army 
PVT Brian Murray US Army - Vietnam 
SGT William Miller US Marine Corps - Vietnam 
PFC George Baumhardt US Army 
CPL George Knight US Marine Corps - Korea 
COX Roman Olecki US Navy - World War II 

MSGT Real Vachon US Air Force - Vietnam 
Y3 Wesley Neave US Navy - World War II 

MMFA Neil Kelly US Navy 
SSGT Nicholas Ramoutar US Marine Corps - Persian Gulf 
PVT Gene Stevens US Army - World War II 
A1C Robert Thompson US Air Force - Vietnam 
MAJ James Wallace US Air Force - Vietnam 
SP4 Johnnie Dolan US Army 
V2 Norman Wood US Army 

PFC Charles Davis US Army - Vietnam 
PFC Mark Yuhr US Army - Vietnam 
SP5 Robert Krull Jr. US Army - Vietnam 
SP4 Karl Goudy US Army 
SR Wayne Martin US Navy 

PFC John Mack US Marine Corps 
A1C Michael Todd US Air Force - Vietnam 
PFC Robert Turner US Army - World War II 
PFC Alan Filsinger US Army 
SP5 Richard Fox US Army - Vietnam 
SGT Ronald Haines US Army - Vietnam 
PVT Gary Croughwell US Marine Corps - Vietnam 



 

 

 

15 
 

Ave Maria Veterans Ball 
On Friday, January 10, Sir Knights Kevin Szopinski,  Tony Hopfinger, George Barbiero, 
and  Kevin Szopinski accompanied by their wives, proudly represented our Assembly at 
the Third Annual Veterans Ball hosted by the Knights of Columbus Assembly in Ave 
Maria, Florida.  

Captain Dom Icillo, United States Navy (Ret.), and Assembly Leader, delivered warm 
and distinguished welcoming remarks to the more than 200 guests in attendance. 
Among the honored attendees was Bill Newbrough of the Archdiocese for the Military 
Services, who greeted the Venice delegation with genuine warmth and expressed his 
enthusiasm for joining us as guest speaker at our January 2026 Assembly meeting. 

The evening’s keynote address was delivered by Archbishop Timothy P. Broglio, J.C.D., 
the fourth Archbishop of the Military Services, USA, who has faithfully served in this role 
since 2008. With clarity and depth, Archbishop Broglio offered an insightful overview of 
his mission and responsibilities, inviting thoughtful questions from the audience and 
deepening everyone’s appreciation for the spiritual care provided to our nation’s military. 

It was an evening marked by  gratitude, and profound respect, an inspiring tribute to 
those who serve and those who support them. 
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Renewal of Obligations Completed at the January Monthly Meeting 
At our Monthly Meeting on January 15, 2026, held at Knights Hall on Substation Road, 
our Assembly gathered for one of the most meaningful traditions in our fraternal year: 
the Renewal of Obligations. 

This solemn ceremony invites us, as Fourth Degree Knights of Columbus, to pause and 
reaffirm the principles that define our Order charity, unity, fraternity, and patriotism. It is a 
moment of reflection, gratitude, and renewed purpose as we recall the promises we 
made when we first joined the Knights and commit ourselves once again to living them 
with sincerity and pride. 

The ceremony was conducted under the guidance of the District Master’s office and 
was officiated by Sir Knight Robert G. Marrah, FDD, PGK, PFN. Sir Knight Marrah led 
us with dignity and reverence, offering each of us the opportunity to reflect deeply on 
our call to serve and to strengthen the bonds of brotherhood within our Assembly. 

We extend our heartfelt appreciation to Sir Knight Bob Marrah for his leadership, his 
devotion to the principles of the Fourth Degree, and the prayerful spirit he brought to 
this important ceremony. His service continues to inspire our Assembly and uphold the 
proud traditions of our Order. 
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Honoring the Mission: A Powerful Visit from Mr. William Newbrough 
 
We are pleased to share our deep gratitude to Mr. William Newbrough, Donor Relations 
Officer for the Archdiocese for the Military Services, USA, for joining us as the guest 
speaker at our January 2026 Assembly meeting. His presentation was nothing short of 
outstanding. Mr. Newbrough offered a powerful and eye-opening look into the mission of 
the Archdiocese and the extraordinary pastoral work carried out by our military 
chaplains and Catholic service members around the world.  
 
His message resonated deeply with everyone present. Hearing firsthand about the 370 
priests—155 of them active-duty chaplains—who serve 1.8 million Catholic men, 
women, and families across the globe filled our Assembly with renewed pride, respect, 
and gratitude. The challenges these priests face, and the sacrifices they make to bring 
the sacraments and spiritual care to those who defend our nation, left a profound and 
lasting impact on all in attendance. 
 

Mr. Newbrough’s insights, stories, and passion for supporting our chaplains 
strengthened our understanding of the vital role they play and inspired us to continue 
standing firmly behind them. His reference to the Frontline Fathers video, featuring 
Vocations Director Fr. Paul Anthony Halladay, reminded us of the remarkable dedication 
and courage of those who serve both God and country. 
 
On behalf of the entire Assembly, we extend our heartfelt thanks to Mr. Newbrough for 
his time, his witness, and his unwavering commitment to the spiritual well-being of our 
military families. His presence enriched our meeting and strengthened our resolve to 
support this essential mission with faith, unity, and pride. 
 
FRONTLINE FATHERS       Please visit this link. 
 

https://ondemand.ewtn.com/Home/Series/catalog/video/en/frontline-fathers
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Honoring with Remembrance, Serving with Respect  
 
In December, families and friends gathered in solemn reverence to place wreaths upon 
the gravestones of their loved ones, a gesture of remembrance, gratitude, and love. 
Each wreath is more than greenery; it is a symbol of honor for those who gave of 
themselves in life and service. 

On January 3rd, 2026, the Knights of Columbus Assembly 1818, together with other 
dedicated groups, humbly assisted in removing and respectfully disposing of these 
wreaths. In doing so, we continued the tradition of service, ensuring that every act of 
remembrance is carried forward with dignity. 

We invite you to click on the link below and enjoy a short presentation by Wreaths 
Across America.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5_-EW6a_VAs 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5_-EW6a_VAs
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Milestones of our Brother Knights This month, we extend our warmest wishes to those 
brothers observing a birthday, and we also recognize those who are celebrating an 
anniversary of their commitment to the Fourth Degree.  
 
 

 
 

 

                     FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS    

Name    Date  Age 

Luis A Montalvo  3  54 

Edward P. Repose  3  86 

Paul R. Patterson  4  82 

Denny E. Mahle      5  71 

Mark C. Callahan  6  76 

Edward G. Gionet  11  87 

Mark Schaefer  11  79 

James J. Connor  13  85 

Brett A. Jacobs  14  41 

John Prisco   14  64 

John F. Temel   14  86 

John M. Dean   15  70 

Tim Marzano   17  69 

Anthony Salvucci  19  79 

Joe L. Ferreira   21  59 

Jeffrey S. Drop  26  68 

Willard S. Hull  29  82
   

 

  

 

 

  

 

 DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

Name           Years 

Kevin J. Collins  28 

Anthony E. Davis  24 

Dr. James A. Schmidt 19 

Peter Joseph Spagnuolo  4
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Sir Rick Miller Sheila Farrell 

Sir Rick Kuertz Deacon Rich Frohmiller 

Michael Szopinski Ed McManus 

Patricia Christiensen Dan Stanley 

Connie & Jerry Smith Armand Padula 

Olivia Russo Jim Martin 

Linda Montemarano George Pickhardt (Passed) 

Theresa Johnson Father Saji Ellickal 

Samuel Doak (Passed) Theresa Marzano 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
 

 

This prayer list is a testament to our commitment to one another, a space where we can 
place the names of our fellow knights, cherished family members, and dear friends. 
Whether facing health issues or grappling with personal challenges, each person needs 
our heartfelt prayers. 
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Gear Up, Brothers 

Looking to show your Knights of Columbus pride?  You may purchase 
shirts and caps at Designer Tees located at 565 Paul Morris Dr, 
Englewood. They may be reached at  941-272-8673.  If you're looking 

for a wider selection of Knights of Columbus merchandise, including a 
variety of accessories and apparel, be sure to visit at Knights Gear 
online. They offer a range of items to help you display your dedication 

to the Order. Finally, for our esteemed Color Corps members, uniforms 
may be purchased directly at Knights of Columbus | Supply Room and Home - Knights 
of Columbus Supplies 

 

   ASSEMBLY 1818 APPOINTED POSITIONS       
 
Color Corps Commander  Martin Reis  209-480-6043 
Vice Color Corps Commander Darwin Reeck  941-451-9657 

      
Cemetery Activity Coordinator Rick Anderson  321-303-8172 
        
Meeting Communications  Michael Cleary  941-445-7580 
 Coordinator      
 
Membership  Chairmen  Steve Vacca (Leed) 954-655-1110 

Martin Reis   209-480-6043 
 George Barbiero 203-885-8238 
       

Retention Chairman 
Bereavement /Birthdays   Charles Woodrum  304-282-8733 
Anniversaries  
    
Valentines For Veterans  Tony Hopfinger  412-496-6776 
     Mike Milak   941-380-7248 
     Martin Reis   209-480-6043 
       
Football Commissioner  Richard Kunzier 973-903-1226 
      
Welfare    Vinny Gelsomino 815-409-2385 
     Deacon Rich  914-388-4389 
 
Admissions    TBD – Volunteers Requested 
 
Knights on Bikes    Bill Blanchard  732-841-6074 

https://knightsgear.com/
https://www.kofcuniform.com/
https://www.kofcsupplies.com/
https://www.kofcsupplies.com/
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Council Updates & Family and Pro Life News  
Below you will find the websites for each of the third-degree 
councils that contribute to our Assembly.  Although each 
Council is unique, they all share the core values of charity, 
unity, and fraternity. We encourage you to explore each 
website as well as Deacon Rich’s Family and Pro Life News.   

 
 
 
 
Click here for Council 7997 San Pedro. 

  

 

Click here for Council 15821 Our Lady of Mount Carmel. 
  

 

 

Click here for Council 9924. Our Lady of Lourdes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Click here for Council 7052 Epiphany Cathedral. 

 

 

        Click here for the monthly Family and ProLife News Briefs from   
      Deacon Rich.  
  
 

 

https://kofc7997.org/
https://olmc-osprey.org/ministries/
https://kofc9924.org/Our-Council
https://epiphanyknights.org/
https://lifeeducationcouncil.com/blog/2026/01/
https://lifeeducationcouncil.com/blog/2025/06/
https://lifeeducationcouncil.com/blog/2025/06/

